THE GONDOLAS OF VENICE have the distinctive bow found, in some
form, in most boats native to the Mediterranean. The origin may have
been the ram used on the ancient galleys, though at present, since it is the
highest point in the craft, it serves as a sighting post when going under
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the many low arched bridges. The gondola is purposely built with a
twisted stern which acts as a rudder against the pull of the single oar with
which it is rowed. The curved rest for the oar is seen outlined against the
water Oil the Starboard side. Some motorboa.ts are seen 011 the <raiials